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Drawing makes its mark on the art market this 
spring, with work for sale by artists from 
Grayson Perry to Lucian Freud  
By Colin Gleadell, 26 March 2019 

‘Jean Michel' by Gérard Fromanger (2018), pastel on paper Credit: Caroline Smulders    

During the next eight weeks, there are enough auctions, exhibitions and art fairs devoted to drawing to suggest that some 
kind of renaissance is taking place. You have until 9.30 this evening, for instance, to register a bid for a drawing by artists 
such as Grayson Perry and Antony Gormley, in a fundraiser for the not-for-profit arts centre, the Drawing Room.  

Then, later this week, collectors of drawings from Old Masters to modern will descend on Paris for specialist fair Salon 
du Dessin and its attendant auctions, where Sotheby’s and Christie’s alone have more than €12 million (£10.2 million) 
of drawings and works on paper for sale.  

But the latest initiative in the drawings market is a new art fair slated to open at the Saatchi Gallery in London in mid-
May. With 60 galleries and public art projects, Draw Art Fair London was instigated by Laurent Boudier, the French art 
critic and curator, who previously introduced a contemporary element into the Salon du Dessin. 

He is now bringing that focus on modern and contemporary drawing to London. 



 

 

 
Work 65-S11, Minoru Onoda (1965)  Credit:  Anne Mosseri Marlio Gallery     

Boudier’s concept for Draw Art Fair London, on which he has worked with Jill Silverman van Coenegrachts – formerly a 
partner at Thaddaeus Ropac Gallery – is to embrace as many types of drawing as possible. 

Performance art by the likes of Linda Karshan (Redfern Gallery) and Harald Smykla (England & Co) will be on show, as 
will work by the Bosnian and Serbian conceptualists of the seventies, Braco Dimitrijević and Rasa Todosijevic.  

Leading London galleries taking part include Bernard Jacobson with artist William Tillyer, and Marlborough Fine Art, 
with School of London drawings by Lucian Freud, Frank Auerbach and Leon Kossoff. 

The range of exhibits, however, will be international. From Paris, Caroline Smulders is bringing work by Gérard 
Fromanger, the French figurative painter, who recently enjoyed a major retrospective at the Pompidou, and from New 
York, the director Brett Littman is mounting a display of three-dimensional drawings in cut-out cardboard by Isamu 
Noguchi, the Japanese American sculptor. 



 

 

 
Untitled, Lucia Nogueira (1994), watercolour and graphite on paper  

The fair will also achieve several firsts: the first exhibition in the UK of works on paper by Ernst Wilhelm Nay, the 
eminent German abstract expressionist; the first exhibition in Europe of drawings by Minoru Onoda, the post-war 
Japanese Gutai group artist; a cache of previously unseen drawings by Lucia Nogueira, the late Brazilian artist; and a set 
of collaged animations made for a new film by Bruce McLean, the Scottish performance artist.  

Silverman van Coenegrachts says: “Drawing was often considered the poor cousin of painting and sculpture. Our hope is 
that this fair will help to redress the balance.” 

 


