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Collecting
place over the next few weeks. The
political backdrop since the June 8
general election is uncertain, and the
unknown implications of Brexit will
again be in the limelight as negotiations
begin soon. A spate of terrorist attacks
in the UK are contributing to a
nervous, though defiant, environment.
Tom Mayou, a director at art
advisers Beaumont Nathan, says:
“While we don’t think it is a
constructive backdrop, there are
reasons to believe the overall impact
[on the London art market] may well
be limited in the short term.”
International visitor numbers may be
tempered and, Mayou says, nondiscretionary spending could be
“understandably reeled in”, but
Britain’s collecting community is
relatively small in the global arena. The
continued weakness of the British
pound is a “draw for collectors to buy
in the UK at this time”, says Philip
Hewat-Jaboor, chairman of
Masterpiece fair, which opens on June
29. He describes the forthcoming
season as “a vibrant time for London’s
art scene”, reiterating that the fair’s
organisers “are fully prepared and
constantly updating our security and
safety measures.”

Sales thick
and fast
The Art Market | Ending the season on a high
note; London terrorism won’t deter buyers;
Peckham gallery moves out. By Melanie Gerlis
There was an end-of-term feeling at
the 48th edition of the Art Basel fair,
which opened to VIPs on Tuesday and
closes on Sunday. Collectors, art
enthusiasts and market players have
had a particularly busy season with
events including the Venice Biennale,
Skulptur Projekte Münster in Germany
and a two-centre trek for the fiveyearly Documenta, which started in
Athens and has now moved to the
German city of Kassel.
“Collectors and professionals have
been on the road and this is the last
hurrah of the season. People are happy
to be here and see some good art,” said
Sean Kelly, one of many to express
disappointment at the Kassel event. He
described his Art Basel sales as “very
good”, including Joseph Kosuth’s
dictionary-entry work “‘Titled (Art as
Idea as Idea)’ [medium] — [Webster
New Pract.]” (1968) for €115,000
and one of two editions of a David
Claerbout film, “The Pure Necessity”
(2016), from Art Basel’s ever-popular
Unlimited section for large-scale works
(the film is co-presented with Esther
Schipper gallery).
Sales seemed to come thick and fast
on the fair’s opening days, and at all
price levels. Works priced in the socalled middle range of between
$100,000 and $1m fared particularly
well having proved a less-loved area
of the market in recent years.
Galleries with thoughtful, thematic
booths were rewarded for their efforts.
Sales at Thomas Dane gallery, centred

around female artists of different
generations, included Marisa Merz’s
“Senza titolo” (2014) for $350,000;
Cecily Brown’s “Mileposts in an Alluvial
Land (2)” (2016) for $450,000 and Ella
Kruglyanskaya’s “Lidded beer jug,
p.114” (2016) for $40,000.
“It’s easier to talk about the works
when there’s a theme and less visual
distraction,” said Tom Dingle, a senior
director at the gallery.
Dingle was one of many exhibitors
who noted a growing number of
visitors and buyers from China, Korea
and Japan at this year’s 48th edition of
the fair. “There is sophisticated Asian
interest this year,” said Iwan Wirth,
president of Hauser & Wirth, whose
sales included Eva Hesse’s “No title”
(1961, $2.5m) to a Chinese museum.

Minoru Onoda’s
‘WORK64-W’
(1964), at
Anne MosseriMarlio gallery;
left, Andy
Warhol’s
‘Knives’
(1981-82), at
Knoell gallery

Outside the fair, Basel’s diffuse galleries
and other independent exhibition
spaces came together for an open
house evening on June 13. “It’s less
about making sales, that’s what the fair
is for, but it is about building a good
momentum and focusing the collecting
traffic in town,” said Stefan von Bartha,
director of Von Bartha gallery. Sales
were made nonetheless, including from
his gallery’s solo show of German
minimalist Imi Knoebel (until July 29).
Five works sold early on while the
gallery also quickly sold four works by
Knoebel from its Art Basel booth
(SFr110,000-SFr240,000). Works by
the second-generation Gutai artist
Minoru Onoda, who died in 2008 and

The Sunday Painter, one of London’s
hippest galleries, is moving out of
Peckham, where it has been among
a group of cultural initiatives
contributing to a revival of the tough
south London district these past few
years. Its larger, two-floor space will be
in the more central, though still southof-the-Thames area of Vauxhall.
The move reflects the gallery’s
increasingly international relevance,
says founder Will Jarvis, although he
was not tempted to move into the art
market’s inner Mayfair circle. Vauxhall
is still affordable, he says, and is
another interesting area of London,
“almost barren but with enough
culture and a vibrant gay scene”.
Damien Hirst opened his Newport
gallery in Vauxhall in 2015. Of
Peckham, whose commercial galleries
include Hannah Barry and Bosse &
Baum, Jarvis says the area “wasn’t
quite large enough for its newfound
interest from the art media”.
The Sunday Painter plans to open its
new space in time for the Frieze fairs in
October with a solo exhibition of works
by US artist Cynthia Daignault.
Meanwhile, new works by gallery
artist Samara Scott, priced at £10,000£14,000, have been selling fast out of
Lewis’s booth at the Liste art fair in
Basel this week (closes on Sunday).

has never had a show outside of his
native Japan, are winning admiration
at Anne Mosseri-Marlio gallery where
they are on offer for $30,000-$110,000
(until July 14). Sales made so far
include the exhibition’s cover lot,
“WORK64-W” (1964).
Separate to the open house events,
Zurich private dealer Larkin Erdmann
has teamed up with Basel’s Knoell
gallery to offer a selection of big-hitting
20th-century works in the quirky
Erasmushaus building, where the 16thcentury scholar spent the last year of
his life. Works on show (until July 8)
include Robert Delaunay’s “Etude pour
la Grande Portugaise” (1915, €1.3m)
and Andy Warhol’s “Knives”
(1981-82, €480,000).
The art market season may be nearing
an end, but it is by no means over in
London where several auctions, art
fairs and gallery collaborations take

Diversions
CHESS LEONARD BARDEN
England’s David Howell and
Gawain Jones made a bold
bid for the European crown
in Minsk last week. It
would have been a historic
success in an event that is
dominated by Russians
and former Soviets and
where no British player has
ever medalled.
Howell led alone in
rounds eight and nine of the
150-grandmaster contest,
but was outplayed by
Russia’s Maxim Matlakov,
who nursed a small edge

BRIDGE PAUL MENDELSON

into the endgame and went
on to win the title.
Jones was more variable,
but kept within range of the
leaders. At the end, Howell
was placed ninth on
tiebreak and Jones 16th,
both qualifying for the
World Cup in Georgia
later this year.
So, an English success
that will be tempered by the
continued control of this
event by the East. Young
Russians were first and
third, a Georgian second.

8
7
6
5
4
3
2
1

round four Armenia’s
Levon Aronian beat the
Norwegian with a
sophisticated version of the
classic Greek Gift sacrifice
Bxh7+, Ng5+ and Qh5.

Meanwhile the world
champion, Magnus Carlsen,
only drew his first three
games at the Stavanger elite
tournament. Worse, in

2207
Magnus Carlsen v Anish
Giri, Altibox Norway blitz
2017. Black could keep a
level game by 1 . . . c4, but
opted for 1 . . . Bh6. Why
was this a losing blunder
against the world champion?
Solution, back page

POLYMATH
BY ARMONIE
Polymath 922922
SetSET
by Armonie
ACROSS
1 English painter noted for his
animal scenes, d1806 (6,6)
7 A socially inept excessively
studious person (slang) (4)
11 Nigerian statesman who
became its first president in
1963 (7)
12 A man’s loose overcoat with
raglan sleeves (9)
13 Plant also known as the Lent
lily (8)
14 Genus of the strawberry tree
(7)
16 The illusory auditory
perception of strange
nonverbal sounds (7)
17 Joint Nobel prizewinner for
discoveries relating to the
chemical transmission of
nerve impulses (4,5)
18 English writer, author of
Anecdotes of the late
Samuel Johnson (1786)
(6,5,6)
22 A genus of parasitic
Indonesian plant which bear
huge flowers smelling of
carrion (9)
25 Large city port on the
Paraná River (7)
27 Italian composer known
for his setting of Psalm 51
written for the Sistine Chapel
(7)
28 State capital of Wyoming (8)
30 Author of To Kill a
Mockingbird (6,3)
31 Miss Havisham’s adopted
daughter (7)
32 An incarnation of Vishnu (4)
33 English physician and
pioneer of smallpox vaccine,
d1823 (6,6)

DOWN
1 The largest of the Mariana
Islands (4)
2 Producing eggs that hatch
outside the body of the
mother (9)
3 US composer known for a
tone poem, The Pleasure
Dome of Kubla Khan (7)
4 A mixture of cocaine and
heroin (slang) (9)
5 Verdi opera premiered in
1859 (2,5,2,8)
6 Capital city on the river
Lagan (7)
8 One hundredth of an
Egyptian pound (7)
9 French philosopher whose
novel Le Neveu de Rameau
was published posthumously
(5,7)
10 An ancient Jewish mystical
tradition based on an
esoteric interpretation of the
Old Testament (8)
15 Another name for the shortspined sea scorpion (6,6)
19 A collection of 10 pastoral
poems composed by Virgil
(8)
20 A dark nebula in Orion also
known as Barnard 33 (9)
21 Another name for
epinephrine (9)
23 The pivot about which a
lever turns (7)
24 A crash-helmet (slang) (4,3)
26 A small dog similar in
appearance to a rough collie
(7)
29 A species of large, wild
ox inhabiting some
mountainous parts of India
(4)
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A successful auction at
Duplicate Pairs finds not the
best contract, but the
highest scoring one,
however odd it may be.
North re-bid 2D to avoid
making a “Reverse” by
showing his spades. Stuck
for a bid, South tried 2S,
forcing North to describe his
hand further. When North
bid 3S, this showed 5-4 or
6-4 in diamonds and spades.
5D, the obvious contract,
would score +600, whereas
if 4S makes, this would

Dealer: North

N

W

♠ Q98
♥ A9874
♦ 10
♣ J1043

♠ A1032
♥ K5
♦ KQ852
♣ 75

E

♠ J75
♥ Q10632
♦ J64
♣ Q6

S

♠ K64
♥J
♦ A973
♣ AK982

score +620. A 4-3 fit
(sometimes called a
“Moysian Fit”) is
undesirable but, playing

North
1D
2D
3S

East
NB
NB
NB

Game All
South West
2C
NB
2S
NB
4S

there, ensure the shortage is
in the hand with three
trumps. You can ruff there
and keep the longer holding
for drawing trumps. South
decided to go for it.
West led an obviously
singleton 10♦. Since 3NT
may make ten tricks
(+630), and twelve tricks in
diamonds looks possible

(+620), South aimed for the
maximum. He cashed ♠AK
and ignored the secure play:
playing diamonds and
letting E/W take their two
trump tricks separately, plus
A♥. Instead, he played a
third spade and, when the
suit divided, E/W made only
one trump trick and A♥,
giving N/S a score of +650
— beating everyone who did
not bid and make 6D. In the
event, no one bid the slam,
and South’s strange 4S was
the top result in the room.

CROSSWORD 15,578 SET BY ROSA KLEBB
Crossword 15,578 Set by Rosa Klebb

Solution Polymath 920

The first correct entry drawn on
Wednesday June 28 wins a copy
of The Chambers Dictionary.
Entries should be addressed to
Polymath No 922, Weekend FT,
One Southwark Bridge, London
SE1 9HL. The solution and
winner’s name will be published
on July 1.
The 13th edition (2014) retains the much-loved features of The Chambers Dictionary, including the unique quirky definitions for certain words.
There are more than 1,000 new words and meanings, and there is also a
new Word Lover’s Ramble, showing how English words and definitions
have changed over the history of the dictionary.

ACROSS
1 Spooner’s escort approached
old maid, perhaps (4,4)
5 Bill, in retrospect, missed
daytimes playing snooker (6)
9 Wanting company to lend
money, we hear (8)
10 Social isolation of hard-up
drunk (6)
12 Whine of siren around docked
vessel (9)
13 Minor sources of conflict
hopefully involving little
disagreement (5)
14 Saw sassy sons all
disappearing abroad (4)
16 Argentinian red befuddled
vague artist (7)
19 A hole in state funds (7)
21 Droppings of five hundred
westbound wildebeest (4)
24 Mysterious disrobing involving
more ale (5)
25 Nina’s middle-class social
worker is a communicator (9)
27 Clothes, I suspect, hamper
work of doctor (6)
28 One exhibiting sloth, mollusc,
fish and dispirited eland (8)
29 Soup perhaps on counter (6)
30 When sympathy overcomes
hesitation and harshness (8)

DOWN
1 Names about eleven half-cut
American cobblers (6)
2 The French, after row, continue
to cause irritation (6)
3 Verbose idiot in Grimsby on
vacation (5)
4 Imitating Puccini heroine with
sob (7)
6 Chunter on angrily in officers’
club (9)
7 Song from European 19
adopted by loony left (8)
8 Primitive layers had since
disintegrated (8)
11 Banks of Boyne representing
shipping hazard (4)
15 Content to outwit her,
ingloriously supercilious (9)
17 Closer to summit of Parnassus,
second group going first (8)
18 Criminal trespass is most
infrequent (8)
20 Ex-PM scratching head in
bolthole (4)
21 Passes journalist turning up
with flies undone (7)
22 Caesar for example returned 1
19 of Gambia (6)
23 Hunky student entering room
(6)
26 Goat gored by good elephant
gone bad (5)

Solution 15,577

Solution 15,566

Copies of How to Sound Clever by Hubert van
den Bergh and So You Think You Can Spell by
David L. Grambs and Ellen S. Levine, published by
A&C Black, will be awarded to the senders of the
first three correct entries opened on Wednesday
June 28. Entries marked Crossword 15,578 on the
envelope, should be sent to Weekend FT, One
Southwark Bridge, London SE1 9HL. Solution on
July 1.

Jotter pad
Winners
Crossword 15,566: AH Harker, Oxford; S Clark, West Beckton,
London; T Richards, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire
Crossword 15,567: D Barter, Barrow-In-Furness, Cumbria
Polymath 920: L Freeman, Thornhaugh, Cambridgeshire

Name..............................................................................................................................
Address.........................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................
...........................................................................................................................................

