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August 2018 
 

Neu in der Sammlung: Vier Motive aus der »Numismatics«-Serie von Joachim 

Froese 

 
Im Mittelpunkt der aktuellen Neuvorstellung von Werken der Sammlung stehen vier Motive 
der 21teilgen Serie »Numismatics« des australischen Künstlers Joachim Froese.  
Froese wurde 1963 in Montreal geboren. Er wuchs in Deutschland auf und wanderte 1991 
nach Australien aus. Er lebt und arbeitet als Künstler in Brisbane und Berlin. Seine Arbeiten 
wurden in zahlreichen Einzel- und Gruppenausstellungen in Australien, Europa, Asien und 
Nordamerika gewürdigt und seine Werke sind in diversen öffentlichen Sammlungen 
vertreten, u. a. der National Gallery of Australia und der National Portrait Gallery of 
Australia. Froese begleitet seit 2000 regelmäßig Lehraufträge und hält Gastvorlesungen an 
Universitäten und Fotoschulen in Australien und Europa und promovierte 2017 an der RMIT 
University Melbourne im Fachbereich Bildende Kunst. 
 
Vom künstlerischen Herangehen den bereits vorgestellten makrofotografischen Arbeiten aus 
dem Bestand der Sammlung von Ulrich Wüst und Pete Jones verwandt, besitzen die 
Fotografien Froeses eine besondere Ausdruckskraft, was nicht zuletzt durch deren 
Umsetzung in HiRes-Tintenstrahldruck auf Barytpapier, kaschiert auf Alu-Dibond, realisiert 
wird. Die Porträts auf den historischen Münzen aus verschiedenen Ländern und Epochen 
wirken in der das Detail betonenden fotografischen Abbildung wie antike Reliefs. Doch 
offenbaren diese lupengenauen Fotos auch die Gebrauchsspuren, die die Zahlungsmittel im 
praktischen Gebrauch erfahren haben. In den ›Porträts‹ der Geldstücke, genauer gesagt der 
sie zierenden Persönlichkeiten, spannt der Künstler einen enormen inhaltlichen Bogen im 
Spannungsverhältnis von Macht, Geld und dem geschichtlichen Wandel der damit 
verknüpften Werteverhältnisse. 
 
»Seine Arbeiten erforschten Machtstrukturen, Helden und Schurken und erinnern uns an die 
Rolle, die die harte Währung als Agent der Propaganda gespielt hat.« (www.sela5.de) 
 
 

  

 
Numismatics #5 (Wilhelm II, Emperor of Germany), Numismatics #10 (Vladimir Ilyich Uljanow) 
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Numismatics #16 (Queen Elisabeth II) / Numismatics #21 (Alexander of Macedon) 
alle 2014, 49 × 42 cm, Tintenstrahldruck auf Barytpapier und Alu-Dibond, Fotos © Joachim Froese 
 
 
Der Künstler umschreibt das Anliegen wie folgt: 
 
»Es war Alexander der Große, der um 300 v. Chr. als erster in der Geschichte sein Porträt 
auf eine Münze prägen ließ um damit seinen Anspruch als Herrscher der bekannten Welt zu 
manifestieren. Seitdem folgten unzählige andere Köpfe, die Monarchen gehörten, Diktato-
ren, Politikern und Kriegshelden, aber auch Philosophen und Persönlichkeiten der Kultur. Sie 
alle repräsentieren noch immer die Gesellschaften, aus denen sie hervorgegangen sind. 
Geld war und ist ein sichtbarer Spiegel der Macht und die Abbilder auf Münzen schmiedeten 
nationale Identitäten rund um den Globus. 
 
An der Schwelle des 21. Jahrhunderts entwickelt sich Geld zunehmend zu einer virtuellen – 
gesichtslosen – Kraft, die außer Kontrolle zu geraten scheint und die Welt von einer Finanz-
krise in die nächste taumeln lässt. Der Finanzhandel beruht auf Computerprogrammen mit 
deren Hilfe unvorstellbare Mengen von Vermögenswerten in unvorstellbarer Geschwindigkeit 
gehandelt werden. Aber auch in unserer persönlichen Finanzwelt verschwindet das Bargeld 
zunehmend. Die meisten unserer Rechnungen zahlen wir online oder mit Bankkarte, und 
das Gehalt erscheint elektronisch auf unserem Konto. 
 
Vor diesem Hintergrund konzentrieren sich meine Bilder erneut auf das ›Kleingeld‹ aus 
verschiedenen Ländern und Epochen, welches durch unzählige Hände gegangen ist. 
Präsentiert in ungewohntem Maßstab und ohne den digital entfernten Geldwert, erscheinen 
die Porträts auf den Münzen wie uralte Reliefs. Ergänzt durch kurze Texte über die 
dargestellten Persönlichkeiten reflektieren sie sowohl die abgebildeten Individuen als auch 
die Kulturen, die diese kleinen Kunstwerke repräsentieren.« 
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li.: Ausstellung beiJan Manton Art in Brisbane, 2015, Foto © Joachim Froese  /  re.: Ausstellung 
»GELD – WAHN – SINN«, Berlin«,2018, Foto: Stiftung Reinbeckhallen/Doren Reichenbach 
 
 
Die Numismatics-Motive wurden zuerst 2015 bei Jan Manton Art in Brisbane und 2016 im 
Rahmen von Creative Accounting, einer Wanderausstellung durch Australische Museen und 
Galerien – kuratiert von Holly Williams vom The Curators‘ Department in Sydney – gezeigt. 
 
Die im Bestand der Sammlung Haupt befindlichen Motive sind in der Ausstellung »All ’idea 
di quel metallo« beim Verband Deutscher Bürgschaftsbanken Berlin zu sehen. 
Als Leihgaben waren ebenfalls vier Porträts – wiederum #21 (Alexander of Macedon) sowie 
#9 (Georgius Karaiskakis), #12 (Juliana, Queen of the Netherlands) und #20 (Marceli 
Nowotko) Teil von »GELD – WAHN – SINN: Die Sammlung Haupt in den Reinbeckhallen 
Berlin« vom 26.5. – 19.8.2018. 
 
weiterführende Informationen: 

 
Originaltext des Künstlers, Abbildungen und kurze biografischen Texte der Dargestellten 
aller Motive der Serie auf den nachfolgenden Seiten 
 

 

Web-Ressourcen: 

 

Website des Künstlers: www.joachimfroese.com 
 

speziell zu Numimatics: www.joachimfroese.com/numismatics.html 
mit einer Übersicht und kurzen biografischen Texten der Dargestellten aller Motive der Serie 
 
 

»Numismatics«-Ausstellung in der Galerie Jan Manton Art, Brisbane, April/Mai 2015mit 
issuu-Blätterkatalog 
www.janmantonart.com/exhibitions/2017/3/3/joachim-froese-numismatics-15-april-16-may 
 

Creative Accounting, eine Ausstellung zum Thema Geld, die 2016/17 als Wanderausstellung 
durch sieben Galerien in Australien reiste, u. a. auch mit »Numismatics« 
https://creativeaccounting.net.au. 
 

»Sela5«, Blog zur Fotografie und freien Kunst von Matthias Ring 
www.sela5.de/fotograf/joachim-froese/ 
 

 

Herausgeber: 
Sammlung Haupt c/o Haupt – Rechtsanwälte · Märkisches Ufer · D 10179 Berlin 
Telefon: +49 (0)30 28387521 · E-Mail: hb@sammlung-haupt.de 
Zusammenstellung: Dr. Hermann Büchner, Kurator 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Numismatics 
 

2013/14 
 

It was Alexander of Macedon, whose portrait was the first in history to grace a 
coin around 300 BC and it manifested his claim to be the ruler of the known 
world. Since then countless other heads followed, belonging to monarchs, 
dictators, politicians and war heroes but also philosophers and cultural figures. 
They all represented the societies they emerged from. Money was the visible 
mirror of power and the images on coins forged national identities around the 
globe.  

One decade into the 21st Century money is becoming an increasingly invisible 
– faceless – force that seems to spiral out of control while the world is 
tumbling from one financial crisis into the next. The national governments that 
once emphasized their own power on the currencies they released seem to be 
unable or unwilling to control the unfettered force of a globalized financial 
market. Financial trading has become a virtual realm in which computers 
programs trade unimaginable amounts of assets at unimaginable speed. 
Simultaneously a cashless society is emerging. We pay with our credit or 
debit cards, our wages are electronically transferred into our bank accounts 
and we pay most of our bills online.  

My images re-focus on the ‘small change’ that went through countless hands 
from in different countries and different eras. But now, on a larger scale and 
with all references to their monetary value digitally removed, the portraits in 
my images look like ancient sculptural reliefs. With a small story about all the 
depicted personalities attached they reflect on the depicted individuals but 
also on the cultures these small artworks represent.  

 
 
 
Joachim Froese, January 2015 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



List of Works  
 
 
 

Numismatics #1 (George V, King of the United Kingdom)  
 
Born on 3 June 1865 named George Frederick Ernest Albert. On 6 
May 1910 he succeeded his father King Edward VII as King of the 
United Kingdom and the British Dominions, and Emperor of India. 
The king was a passionate stamp collector and an expert marksman 
who once shot more than a 1000 pheasants in a single afternoon 

when, according to his own words he ‘went a little too far that day’. Between 1914 and 
1918, together with his cousin Tsar Nicholas II of Russia, he conducted war against his 
other cousin, Emperor Wilhelm II of Germany. After the Great War his popularity 
amongst he British people grew steadily but during the 1930s his health increasingly 
deteriorated and as a heavy smoker he developed severe lung problems. He eventually 
died on 20 January 1936, his last words ‘God damn you’, were addressed to a nurse 
attempting to give him a sedative. 
 
 
 

Numismatics #2 (Yi Sun-shin)  
 
Born on 28 April 1545 as son of an aristocratic family. He became 
Korea’s most famous military leader despite a rocky career 
including multiple degradations, imprisonment and even torture. Yi 
Sun-Shin was responsible for the invention and improvement of the 
Korean ‘turtle boats’ – warships, which were crucial in fighting back 

Japanese invasions between 1592 and 1598. The highlight of his military achievements 
is the sea battle of Myeongyang, in which he managed to defeat 333 Japanese boats 
with his own fleet of just 13.  He died a year later on 18 August 1598 in the sea battle of 
Noryang. Today he is considered a national hero in South as well as North Korea and 
even in Japan he is revered for his bravery and honesty. 
 
 
 

Numismatics #3 (George V, King of the British Dominions)  
 
Born on 3 June 1865 named George Frederick Ernest Albert. On 6 
May 1910 he succeeded his father King Edward VII as King of the 
United Kingdom and the British Dominions, and Emperor of India. 
The king was a passionate stamp collector and an expert marksman 
who once shot more than a 1000 pheasants in a single afternoon 

when, according to his own words he ‘went a little too far that day’. Between 1914 and 
1918, together with his cousin Tsar Nicholas II of Russia, he conducted war against his 
other cousin, Emperor Wilhelm II of Germany. After the Great War his popularity 
amongst he British people grew steadily but during the 1930s his health increasingly 
deteriorated and as a heavy smoker he developed severe lung problems. He eventually 
died on 20 January 1936, his last words ‘God damn you’, were addressed to a nurse 
attempting to give him a sedative. 
 



Numismatics #4 (José Rizal) 
 
Born on 18 July 1861 as the seventh of eleven children in Calamba 
City in the Philippines. He studied philosophy, literature and 
medicine and was also trained as a surveyor. Also living in Spain 
and Germany, he there practiced as an eye specialist and illustrated 
children’s books. Rizal is best known as a writer and political 

activist. His most famous novel is Noli me tangere, in which he accuses the Catholic 
church of corruption, land-grab and sexual crimes. After his return to the Philippines he 
was convicted as a political activist and sent into exile in Mindanao, where he 
immediately began to build schools and hospitals as well as a new water utilisation 
system. He was arrested for a second time soon afterwards and this time was convicted 
to death and executed in Manila on 30 December 1896. 
 
 
 

Numismatics #5 (Wilhelm II, Emperor of Germany) 
 
Born on 27 January 1857 as Friedrich Wilhelm Viktor Albert of 
Prussia. Due to a breech delivery his left arm was partially paralysed 
which made for a rather unhappy childhood. Following family 
traditions he joined the military shortly after his 18th birthday and 
ascended to the throne of the German Reich in 1888. As the last 

German Emperor and King of Prussia he was in charge of Germany’s military build up 
before World War I, and was known in particular as an enthusiast of all marine affairs. 
He was forced to abdicate after Germany’s defeat in the war but avoided becoming a 
prisoner of war through seeking asylum in the Netherlands. He continued to reside there 
as an independent gentleman until his death on 4 June 1941 due to a lung embolism. 
 
 
 

Numismatics #6 (Max Planck)  
 
Born on 23 April 1858, Max Planck was a German theoretical 
physicist whose theory on quantum physics earned him the Nobel 
Prize in 1918. Together with Albert Einstein’s theory of relativity 
Planck’s investigations constitute the fundamental theories of 20th-
century physics. He was also a gifted musician who played piano, 

organ and cello, and in his younger days composed operas. Politically he was a 
moderate German Nationalist and when the Nazis came to power he attempted 
unsuccessfully to arrange himself with the regime in order to protect science in his 
country. He famously created the slogan ‘persevere and continue working’. In 1944 his 
son Erwin was involved in a failed assassination attempt on Hitler and subsequently was 
executed by the Gestapo. It left Planck heartbroken and increasingly frail and he 
eventually died on 4 October 1947. In 1948 the German scientific institution, the Kaiser 
Wilhelm Society, was renamed Max Planck Society (MPS) in his honour. 
 
 
 
 



 
Numismatics #7 (Haile Selassie I, Emperor of Ethiopia) 
 
Born on 23 July 1897 under the name Tafari Makonnen in the 
Ethiopian province of Harar. He became Ethiopian Emperor (King of 
Kings) on 2 November 1930 but was forced into exile in England 
during the Italian occupation of Ethiopia between 1936 and 1941. 
He returned as soon as the British had defeated the Italians. Despite 

leading his country into a number of conflicts with neighbouring countries he gained 
increasing international recognition as the elder statesman of Africa after World War II. 
Initially very popular he lost the support of the Ethiopian population towards the end of 
his reign and was forced to abdicate from the throne in 1974. He died soon after under 
suspicious circumstances on 27 August 1975. Since a state visit to Jamaica he is 
worshipped as the Messiah by the Rastafarian movement. 
 
 
 

Numismatics #8 (Tobias Barreto de Meneses) 
 
Born on 7 June 1839 in the Brazilian city of Vila de Campos do Rio 
Real, which was renamed in his honour as Tobias Barreto in 1909. 
He was a passionate Latin teacher and admirer of all aspects of 
German culture, in particular the works by Ernst Haeckel and 
Ludwig Büchner. As a writer and critic himself Barreto is the most 

prominent exponent of Brazilian Romanticism and is seen as the founder of the literature 
movement Condorismo, which is known in particular for its ostentatious language. He 
died in poverty after a long illness in the house of a friend on 26 July 1898. 
 
 

 
Numismatics #9 (Georgius Karaiskakis) 
 
Born on 23 January 1782 in a monastery in the region of Agrapha 
he was involved in the Greek resistance struggle against Ottoman 
occupation from a very early age on. He became a leader in the 
underground army when he was a teenager and was captured at 
the age of 15 by the troops of the Ottoman ruler Ali Pasha. Ali 

Pasha recognized his talent and Karaiskakis subsequently served as the Pasha’s 
bodyguard before again joining the Greek side. He finally became commander in chief of 
the Greek forces and lead them to a famous victory against the Ottoman troops in the 
battle of Arachova. Trying in vain to break the Ottoman siege of Athens with troops 
under his command, he was fatally wounded not long afterwards and died on his Greek 
name day, 23 April 1827.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Numismatics #10 (Vladimir Ilyich Uljanow) 
 
Born on 10 April 1870 as the son of wealthy parents Uljanow was a 
brilliant pupil and autodidactic law student. Arrested in 1895 for 
political agitation against the Russian Tsarist system he was 
convicted to three years of exile in Siberia in 1887. After his release 
he went underground and took on his nom de guerre Lenin under 

which he was to become famous. As Chairman of the Council of Peoples’ Commissars 
he effectively became Russia’s first soviet head of state after the October Revolution of 
1917. Due to a number of strokes and health implications after an assassination attempt 
his health deteriorated from 1918 onwards and he finally died on 21 January 1924. After 
his death his body became embalmed and was housed in a mausoleum adjacent to the 
Kremlin where it can still be visited today.  
 
 
 

Numismatics #11 (Francisco Franco) 
 
Born on 4 December 1892 into a family, which had produced naval 
officers for six uninterrupted generations. At the beginning of last 
Century Spain had lost most its colonies and subsequently its Navy 
and the young Franco joined the army – much to the 
disappointment of his father. He quickly made a career and in 1926 

became the country’s youngest general. With the start of the Spanish Civil war in 1936 
he became he became leader of the Frente Nacional and with the help of Hitler and 
Mussolini defeated the republican forces defeated the elected left wing government of 
the Spanish republic. In 1939 he eventually proclaimed himself as head of state calling 
himself Caudillo of Spain. He reigned Spain as a totalitarian leader and under his rule an 
estimated 200,000 political opponents died. His dictatorship remained unbroken until his 
death on 20 November 1975. Shortly before he had restored Spain’s monarchy with the 
appointment of Juan Carlos I as king and successor. The king went on to lead Spain’s 
transition to democracy in 1978. 
 
 
 

Numismatics #12 (Juliana, Queen of the Netherlands) 
 
Born on 30 April 1909 in The Hague, Juliana Louise Emma Marie 
Wilhelmina became Queen of the Netherlands in 1948. Extremely 
popular in particular because of her down-to-earth demeanour and 
social commitments, she refused to be addressed as ‘Her Majesty’ 
and sent her children to a state school. Nevertheless her reign was 

also characterized by scandals. In the 50s she was criticized for being under the 
influence of Greet Hofman, a suspicious doctor, who supposedly wielded too much 
power in royal affairs. The Nazi past of her husband Prince Bernhard also became the 
regular focus of the public. She eventually resigned from the throne on her 71st birthday. 
In her late years she suffered from Alzheimer’s disease and died of pneumonia on 20 
March 2004. 
 
 



Numismatics #13 (Charlotte, Grand Duchess of Luxembourg) 
 
Born on 23 January 1896 in Schloss Berg, Charlotte von Nassau-
Weilburg was the second eldest of six daughters. She took over the 
reign of Luxembourg on the 15th of January 1919 from her elder 
sister, who was forced to resign after collaborating with German 
troops during World War I. Unlike her sister, Charlotte ruled 

Luxembourg as a constitutional monarch. She later refused to stay in the country under 
German occupation during World War II and went into exile in Canada. She also gave 
birth to six children, who all went to school in Montreal. In 1943 she moved to England 
from where she organized the resistance against the Germans. She finally returned to 
Luxembourg on 14 April 1945 and ruled the small country as Grand Duchess until she 
resigned in favour of her son on 12 November 1964. She passed away peacefully on 6 
July 1985. 
 
 
 

Numismatics #14 (Yuan Shikai) 
 
Born on the 16 August 1859 in the Chinese province of Henan. He 
joined military service in 1880 and was appointed Imperial Resident 
in Korea in 1895. Later Yuan Shikai was instrumental in modernising 
the Chinese army and became Viceroy of Zhili and Minister of 
Beiyang, a position he used to set up the Beiyang army, which 

effectively became his private militia. He became the strongman of Chinese politics at 
the beginning of the 20th Century and was instrumental in toppling the last Chinese 
Emperor Pu Yi. In 1912 he was announced as the first Provisional President of the 
Republic of China and proclaimed himself Emperor of the Chinese Empire in December 
1915. However, his attempt to restore the monarchy failed and he was forced to resign 
on 22 March 1916. He died of kidney failure on 6 July the same year. 
 
 

 
Numismatics #15 (Indira Ghandi) 
 
Born on 19 November 1917 in Allahabad Indira Ghandi was not 
related to Mahatma Ghandi. Her father Pandit Nehru was the first 
prime minister of independent India. She was already involved in the 
Indian independence movement as a teen and followed her father 
as India’s first female prime minister in 1966. Initially she became 

popular for a number of important reforms but increasingly depended on emergency 
rules. Her authoritarian style of government eventually led to the defeat of her Congress 
party in 1977 and consequently her resignation. Re-elected in 1980 her second term 
was marked in particular by the intensification of the Sikh separatist movement. In 
January 1984 the conflict escalated with the siege and storming of the Golden Temple 
of Amritsar in which 400 police and 2200 Sikh were killed. Indira Ghandi was 
assassinated by two of her Sikh bodyguards on 31 October 1984. 
 
 
 



Numismatics #16 (Queen Elisabeth II) 
 
Born on 21 April 1926 in Mayfair as Elisabeth Alexandra Mary. On 9 
July 1947 she married Prince Philip of Greece and Denmark. On 6 
February 1952 she became Queen of the United Kingdom as well as 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Pakistan and Ceylon. 
However, the number of countries she ruled changed significantly 

during her ongoing reign of 62 years. Despite various affairs in the House of Windsor, 
which culminated in 1992 (Annus horribilis) and 1997 when her estranged daughter in 
law Diana died in a car crash her popularity especially in England remains at very high 
levels. Despite her popularity very little is known about her private life, which seems to 
evolve around her love of race horses and Pembroke Welsh Corgis, an old breed of 
dogs. Due to her age she is increasingly passing on public engagements to her heir 
apparent to the throne, her son Charles, Prince of Wales. 
 
 
 

 
Numismatics #17 (Jean-Claude Duvalier)  
 
Born on 3 July 1951, he was better known under his nickname Baby 
Doc. In 1971 he took over as Haiti’s President for life from his father 
François Duvalier (Papa Doc). Like him he ruled as a dictator, based 
on his militia, the greatly feared Tontons Macoutes. Until today Haiti 
is one of the poorest countries in the world, however, during his 

reign Duvalier’s yearly income was estimated to be around 100 Million dollars mainly 
derived from tobacco. He was forced to resign on 7 February 1986 due to pressure from 
the US government under Ronald Reagan and went into exile in France. He was able to 
rescue most of his assets by depositing funds in numerous private banks around the 
world. On 16 January 2011 he returned to Haiti, in order to ‘help his country’ but soon 
after his arrival he was put under house arrest. Duvalier died in his home of a heart 
attack on 4 October 2014. 
 
 

Numismatics #18 (Cleopatra VII Philopator) 
 
Born in 69 BC into a family of Macedonian Greek origin, that ruled 
Egypt and descended from Ptolemy, who had served Alexander the 
Great as one of six bodyguards. Unlike her predecessors she 
refused to speak Egyptian and communicated only in Greek she 
adopted the local language and claimed to be a reincarnation of the 

Egyptian goddess Isis. Her grip on power however entirely relied on men. She first ruled 
together with her father then with her brother, who she married in accordance with 
Egyptian customs. Later as pharaoh in her own right she had liaisons with the Roman 
rulers Julius Caesar first and Mark Antony later and had children with both of them. 
When Mark Antony finally lost out in a power struggle with his rival Octavian he 
committed suicide and Cleopatra followed him by means of an asp bite on 12 August 30 
BC. Her son Caesarion, was declared her predecessor as pharaoh until he was also 
killed on Octavian's orders. 
 



 
Numismatics #19 (King George IV) 
 
Born on 14 December 1895 as Albert Frederick Arthur George. He 
reluctantly accepted the crown when his elder brother Edward VIII 
abdicated from the throne in order to marry the twice-divorced 
American socialite Wallis Simpson. To regain the trust of the British 
people he chose George instead of Albert as his regal name in order 

to stress the continuity with his father George V. Because of an acute stammer he hated 
public speaking but he overcame this condition through speech therapy. During his 
reign he oversaw the break up of the British Empire and its transformation into the 
Commonwealth of Nations and he was the last Emperor of India. Like his father, he was 
a heavy smoker and in September 1951 his left lung was removed because a tumour 
had been diagnosed. He eventually died in his sleep of a thrombosis on 6 of February 
1952.  
 
 
 

Numismatics #20 (Marceli Nowotko) 
 
Born on 8 July 1893 in Warsaw as the son of a farm worker. He 
worked as an assistant gardener and self-educated locksmith in the 
small town of Ciechanów. During the First World War, he became a 
forced labourer in Germany and after the war joined the Communist 
Party of Poland. Between the wars he remained a middle ranked 

official and in 1935 was sentenced to 12 years in prison for political agitation. He was 
able to flee prison in 1939 and served in local administration in Soviet occupied Poland. 
After the German invasion of the USSR in 1941 he went underground to establish the 
Polish Communist Party and became a member of its leadership troika. On 28 
November 1942, he was shot under mysterious circumstances assumed to be killed by 
troika member Bolesław Mołojec, who himself was murdered a month later by Jan 
Krasicki, a fellow communist, who in turn was executed by the German Gestapo. 
 
 
 

Numismatics #21 (Alexander of Macedon) 
 
Born on 20 July 356 BC in Pella as the son of Philip II, king of 
Macedon and his fourth and principal wife, Olympias. Tutored as a 
youth by the philosopher Aristotle, he gathered knowledge in 
medicine, philosophy, morals, religion, logic, and art. He was 
proclaimed king of Macedon at the age of 20 and soon embarked 

on an unprecedented military campaign lasting 8 years and covering 18,000 km. Despite 
being consistently outnumbered by opposing armies, he did not loose a single battle 
and returned to Macedon as ruler of the known world. He eventually established his 
court in Babylon and adopted many Persian customs. After his military success he 
attempted to consolidate an empire of more than 5,200,000 km2 through a system of 
post roads, new harbours, and canals as well as a unified monetary system, which 
featured his likeness on every coin. On 10 June 323 he developed a fever, most likely 
Malaria related, and died unexpectedly in Babylon aged only 33.  


