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GALERIE ISABELLE LESMEISTER at Art Karlsruhe -  

Contemporary Art from Cuba, Columbia, Italy and the USA 

 
The participation of GALERIE ISABELLE LESMEISTER from Regensburg at Art Karlsruhe has 

become an integral part in the gallery's annual fair attendance by now. For the third time in a 

row the gallery owner Dr. Isabelle Lesmeister has developed an excitingly curated exhibition 

concept, which showcases the gallery's focus points and presents the artists represented by 

the gallery to the audience at Art Karlsruhe. The works of eight artists will find their way into 

the Baden-Wuerttemberg baroque city. They all stand as an exemplification for the concept 

of the gallery, which strives to support young, non-established artists. The feature that all 

artworks have in common is the conscious reference to the classical tendencies within the 

scope of art history as such, either through the genres or through the techniques chosen for 

the realization of the artworks. Another focus point of the gallerist and PhD-graduated art 

historian Dr. Isabelle Lesmeister is the promotion of contemporary Cuban art. Since 2009, she 

has been organizing exhibitions with Cuban artists in Germany, in cooperation with the Bonn-

based outpost of the Cuban embassy, as well as a variety of Cuban galleries, like for example 

the Galería Habana. Once more, there will be three representative artists of the vibrant 

Cuban art scene on view at this year's Art Karlsruhe.  

One of them is Karlos Pérez (1990). He draws inspiration from video- and photographic art. 

The artist is in possession of a large collection of old, Cuban photographies from the pre-

revolutionary era that all show what Pérez purports as the essence of his oil paintings: the 

unburdened and decadent lifestyle in Cuba before the revolution of 1959. One specific 

technique the artist has developed himself is based on the habit of sepia-toned photos that 

leaves the beholder in question about which artistic medium he is confronted with.  

Kelvin Lopéz (1976) too has his very own production technique to create his artworks. He 

crafts stamps using well known aphorisms of the early years of the revolution, that he then in 

turn uses to create his works. By placing the stampings very close together facades of houses 

that used to belong to Americans and exiled Cubans that once lived in Cuba and that have 

been ousted during the revolution are emerging. Ironically, this series of works is titled: "Esta es 

tu casa Fidel! - This is your house, Fidel!". The series also portrays how past and presence can 

arrange our conception anew and redefine the socio-cultural structures.  

 



The third Cuban artist, Marwin Sanchez (1988) positions himself between abstraction and 

reality. Through the use of classical mediums of oil paintings the borderline between a fictive 

and real world are repealed. What's visible is a snapshot of something happening, blurred 

and distorted movements, so called "motion paintings". Like Degas, Sanchez is especially 

interested in portraying classical ballet dancers, which is not a surprise, taking into account 

the fact that the "Ballet Nacional de Cuba" is one of the best classical ballet ensembles in the 

world. His series "Espíritu libre" will be part of the upcoming ballet festival in Cuba.  

The cooperation with the Columbian born artist Juan Eugenia Ochoa (1983) arose through 

the PRemio Arte Laguna 2016, where the GALERIE ISABELLE LESMEISTER awarded the artist with 

the "Artist in Gallery" prize as a cooperation partner. Ochoa furthermore shows us the 

borderlike between figuration and abstraction, whereby the distinct contouring lines of the 

portraits in his oil paintings are dissolving in the diffuse image space. The result is a dialogue 

between covering up and exposing, in which the beholder has to take up his own position by 

himself.  

Another cooperation that emerged from the Venice based Premio Arte Laguna is the 

collaboration with the Italian artist duo Tania Brassesco (1986) & Lazlo Passi Borberto (1984). 

For their photographies, the couple is creating extraordinary settings and costumes together, 

that have been coordinated in great detail. The artworks distinguish themselves through the 

rapture of the motif, which is taking a spot beyond our reality and seems to be a play with 

dream sequences, visions and fairytales.  

The US-American artist Jeremy Holmes (1984) works with the  classical medium of wood. What 

is important to him is the perception of space and how it shifts once his artworks are 

immersed into it. These sculptures can range from smaller, more handy sized all the way to 

space filling installations with a length of over 300 meters of wooden loops and streams.  

The paintings of Giulia dall'Olio (1983) takes the beholder on a journey through visionary, 

mystical landscapes, to a place, where nature still asserts itself against the destructive habits 

of modern men. Within the peace and quite of this futuristic kind of Eden lies a subtle tension, 

that becomes visible through etchings and scratches on the surface of the painting.  

Another Italian artist represented at the fair is Michelangelo Galliani (1975), who's newest 

series "Puzzles" we can identify an amalgamation of the categories of painting and sculpture. 

Finely wrought plates of marble made from Carrera marble are turned into canvases, that 

are engraved on their contour lines. These cooperation reveal figurative depictions, who's 

pendants are found in the master pieces of Italian paintings.  

 

We are looking forward to your visit at our fair booth at Hall 4 / L04 and are happy to provide 

you with further materials as per your request. 

 

 

 



Pictures attached: © GALERIE ISABELLE LESMEISTER 

Karlos Pérez, 23 de julio 1941, Öl auf Leinwand, 130x250 cm, 2016 
 
Kelvin López, Esta es tu casa Fidel, Tinte auf Papier, 21,5x28cm, 2016 
 
Giulia dall´Olio, g 8][22 d, Öl auf Tafel, 39 x 43 cm, 2017 
 
Tania Brasseco & Lazlo Passi Norberto, Under the surface, C-Print auf Alu-Dibond, 
98 x 131 cm, 2014, Ed. 7 + 2AP 
 
Juan Eugenio Ochoa, Iconica Analitica, Öl auf Leinwand, Diptychon, 120x160 cm, 2015 
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