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A STATUETTE OF A HORSE. H. 5.5 cm. L. 5.8 cm. Bronze. This statuette of a horse is remarkable for its finely modelled, naturalistic forms. The horse holds its front right leg raised 
and its head turned slightly to one side. The mane is articulated as a row of knots, while the slim muzzle features a clearly defined mouth and nostrils. The eyes are punched and 
were possibly inlaid originally. Right front leg restored in places. Fine green patina. Formerly Priv. Coll. R. Wagner, MA, USA, 1970s. Greek, Hellenistic, 3rd-2nd cent. B.C.  
  CHF 9,500

A STATUETTE OF A CAT. H. 5.4 cm. Bronze. The slim animal crouches upright on 
a small plinth. The elegant line of its body is seen to best advantage in profile. The 
long tail curls round to the front at the right. The pointed head with wide-open, al-
mond-shaped eyes and finely engraved muzzle is crowned with large, pricked ears. The 
ancient Egyptians were masters of the representation of animals in art. They stylized 
heavily, or at least showed a preference for the silhouetted forms and poses now con-
sidered typical of them. The impression made by such Egyptian animals is shaped more 
by the elegance of their contours than by anatomical exactitude. Beautifully preserved. 
Formerly priv. coll. France. With P. Bergé, 2007. Egypt, Late Period-Ptolemaic, 7th-3rd 
cent B.C. CHF 7,400

A DRAPED FEMALE RIDING A MULE. H. 12.5 cm. L. 12 cm. Terracotta. The mule is 
depicted with its head slightly raised, walking to the right with a young woman riding 
side saddle on its back. The woman’s chiton and himation cling to her body in ample 
folds, covering her almost completely so that the viewer can glimpse only the eyes, 
forehead and part of her fine nose. Mould-made, firing hole on the reverse. Remains of 
white clay slip and pale blue paint. Reassembled out of large fragments. Relatively rare 
motif, though examples from Boeotia are known. Formerly Collection H. Hoek, Riehen, 
Switzerland. Greek, Hellenistic, 3rd-2nd cent. B.C.  CHF 9,600
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A CROUCHING RABBIT. L. 3 cm. Bronze. Crouching on 
the ground with its long ears pricked up, this delightful 
little fellow is completely preoccupied with a lucky find, 
the berry or nut that he is holding between his paws and 
greedily gobbling up. Ring-punched eyes. Undamaged. 
With Antiquarium, Ltd. New York, acquired in 1994 on 
the European art market. Roman, 1st-3rd cent. A.D.  
 CHF 3,400

A WEIGHT IN THE SHAPE OF A BOAR. L. 6.8 cm. 
Bronze. The boar rests its head, which is turned slightly 
to the left, on an elongated plinth. Its forelegs are bent 
and its hind legs angled. The ears are raised attentively. 
Anatomical details such as the eyes, tusks, crest, curly 
tail and cloven-hoofed feet are naturalistically modelled. 
The structure of the fur is carefully rendered by finely 
incised dots and lines. A loop on the boar’s back indi-
cates that it served as a weight. Base hollow and with 
square recess. Fine dark green patina. Intact. Formerly 
priv. coll., Portugal, acquired on the German art market 
in the 1980s. Roman, 1st-3rd cent. A.D. CHF 2,800

A WOODEN STATUETTE OF A CAT. H. 16.5 cm. Wood. 
Slender feline squatting on its hind legs. The elegant line 
of its body is seen to best advantage in profile. Even 
the slightly stiff-looking forelegs trace a harmonious 
curve when viewed from the side, making them a per-
fect match for the lean, sinewy body. Long tail curled 
round to the front right side of the animal. The ancient 
Egyptians were masters of the representation of animals 
in art. They stylized heavily, or at least showed a prefer-
ence for the silhouetted forms and poses now considered 
typical of them. The impression made by such Egyptian 
animals is shaped more by the elegance of their contours 
than by anatomical exactitude. The cat counts as a sym-
bol of the pacified, appeased goddess. Several fissures 
and a few chips. Only half the tail preserved. Formerly 
Coll. P. R., The Netherlands. Thereafter Dutch art market, 
2015. Egypt, Ptolemaic, 3rd-1st cent. B.C.  CHF 4,600

A HANDLE OF A HYDRIA. H. 12.5 cm. Bronze. Curved handle ending in two hanging palmettes, each with a pair of 
rolled-up leaves. The palmettes served to attach the handle to the vessel. The fixation holes are still visible on the 
reverse. One rivet is preserved. A feline crouches in each of the two corners formed by the handle and the palmettes. It 
rests one of its forelegs on an acorn, the other paw is raised. There is a smooth transition from the back of each feline 
to the handle. The details of the fur and face are rendered by incisions. Surface slightly corroded. Formerly priv. coll., 
Great Britain. Etruscan, late 6th-early 5th cent B.C.   CHF 12,500

A FINIAL WITH MONKEY ATTACHMENT. H. 8.5 cm. 
Bronze. Central, vertical pole to which small discs are 
connected by horizontal bars, the whole surmounted by 
a stylised, sitting monkey who holds both hands close to 
his mouth. An incised X at the back of its head. Three 
horizontal lines in the middle of its back, fish-bone pat-
tern above and below. Slightly worn. Formerly Coll. K. 
S., Cologne. Northern Greek, Geometric, 2nd half 8th 
cent. B.C. CHF 2,400
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A BRONZE STATUETTE OF A CAT. H. 8.5 cm. Bronze. Slender feline sitting upright on a base which is shaped like a menit, a cultic instrument emblematic of the lion or cat as 
pacified goddess. The elegant line of the body is seen to best advantage in profile. Long tail curled round to the front at the right. The ancient Egyptians were masters of the 
representation of animals in art. They stylized heavily, or at least showed a preference for the silhouetted forms and poses now considered typical of them. The impression made 
by such Egyptian animals is shaped more by the elegance of their contours than by anatomical exactitude. Part of the tail reattached. Part of the base lost. Formerly Coll. Léon 
Rodrigues-Ely (1924-1973), Marseille, France. Egypt, Late Period, ca. 500-300 B.C.  CHF 12,000

A WEIGHT IN THE SHAPE OF AN APE. H. 2.8 cm. 
Bronze. The eating ape sits upright on a small plinth. His 
face is framed by hair from which the ears protrude. The 
arms rest on his knees. Intact. Formerly Coll. L. Milden-
berg (1913-2001). Publ.: A. S. Walker, Animals in An-
cient Art from the Leo Mildenberg Collection. Part III 
(1996) no. 94 with illus. Greek, late 6th cent. B.C.  
 CHF 3,200

A STATUETTE OF A MALE GOAT. H. 2.5 cm. Bronze. 
Head with punched eyes, pointed muzzle, horns which 
curve backwards and long beard. The structure of the 
fur is represented by fine incisions. The goat bears a 
load on his back and stands on a rectangular plinth. One 
horn slightly worn. Applique. Formerly Priv. Coll. Garry 
Owen, Great Britain; from the estate of his father. There-
after English art market. Roman, 1st-2nd cent. A.D.  
 CHF 2,500

A HORSE. H. 11 cm. Terracotta. Head with rounded muz-
zle, ridge-shaped mane, spool-shaped body, strong legs 
and slightly arched tail. Traces of white engobe. Hind 
legs restored. Formerly Oehl, Munich, 1968; Rosenbaum, 
Ascona, 1970; Galerie Arete Zurich, Antiquitätenmesse 
Berne, 1971; Rutschmann, Nidau, 1980; Coll. Weber, Je-
genstorf, 1958-2005. Boeotian, 6th cent. B.C. CHF 900
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A BLACK-FIGURE SIANA CUP, ATTRIBUTED TO THE 
GRIFFIN-BIRD PAINTER. H. 10.5 cm. D. 19 cm. Clay. On 
the interior, within a small tondo whose diameter ex-
actly replicates that of the foot-plate, a komast moves 
to left in vigorous dance step. He is naked but for the 
bikini-briefs across the top of his thighs. His sex, how- 
ever, remains exposed. On each exterior side, overlapping 
bowl and offset rim, three creatures are disposed heraldi-
cally: on A, a siren to right between griffin-birds; on B, a 
sphinx between frontal-faced panthers. Details in added 
red and white partially preserved. Reassembled from frag-
ments; breaks retouched. Formerly Priv. Coll. M. H., Tici-
no, by inheritance, before 2004. Attic, ca. 540-535 B.C.  
 CHF 12,000

A TURTLE. L. 2 cm. Carnelian. Eyes and carapace finely 
incised. Mouth drilled. Undamaged. Formerly Coll. P. S., 
The Netherlands, 1985. Egypt, Late Period-Roman, 5th 
cent. B.C.-1st cent. A.D. CHF 1’400

AN INTAGLIO WITH EAGLE. W. 1.8 cm. Jasper. Horizon-
tal oval, sides tapering to reverse. Eagle with outspread 
wings, holding its prey animal, a small hare, in its talons. 
Intact. Formerly priv. coll., Bavaria, 1965-2010. Roman, 
1st-2nd cent. A.D. CHF 1,800

AN INTAGLIO WITH MYTHICAL CREATURE. H. 1 cm. 
Carnelian. Octagonal intaglio, sides tapering towards re-
verse. Mythical creature to left with goat-like body and 
human head with wreath and horns. Reverse slightly 
worn. Formerly priv. coll., Bavaria, 1965-2010. Roman, 
1st-3rd cent. A.D. CHF 2,200
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“The World of Eros” New Artworks Monthly
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A STATUETTE OF EROS. H. 52 cm. Terracotta. The child-like god dances in a pouring or libation gesture with his right 
arm raised, while the angled left arm would originally have held a bowl. A short cloak flutters on his left shoulder; his 
wings are outspread. Nipples and penis separately affixed. He stands on a round plinth which is moulded at the top 
and the bottom. Remains of red paint on the hair and pink paint on the belly. He no doubt wore red-painted sandals 
on his feet. Oval firing hole on the reverse. Reassembled from large fragments. The fingers, made separately, are mis-
sing. Restoration on the left shoulder, lower right leg and foot and the edge of the right wing. White clay slip partially 
preserved. Encrustation. Formerly priv. coll. Southern Germany, 1972–2014. Western Greek, late 4th-2nd cent. B.C., 
1972-2014.  CHF 24,000

A FRAGMENT OF A CAMPANA RELIEF. H. 14.5 cm. 
Terracotta. The fragment depicts the nude, winged Eros 
as a child striding to right. He is framed by the garland 
of fruit which he holds aloft. Slightly worn. Formerly 
Coll. Helen Schou, acquired 1930-40. Two old collec-
tion labels on reverse wtih numbers. Roman, 1st half 
1st cent. A.D. CHF 2,200

A VOTIVE PHALLOS. L. 22.7 cm. Terracotta. Completely 
covered by the foreskin. Scrotum carefully modelled. 
Hollow. Upper end modern. Phalloi were popular votive 
offerings in healing and fertility sanctuaries in the whole 
of Italy, especially in Etruria. Formerly Erotica Collection 
Christian von Faber-Castell, Küsnacht ZH, Switzerland. 
Italic, 4th-2nd cent. B.C. CHF 2,300

A LEAPING HARE. H. 2.5 cm. Bronze, solid cast. The 
hare leaps, its short forelegs outstretched but its hindlegs 
still planted on the ground. Rounded muzzle with a fine 
groove for the mouth. Circular punches for the eyes. The 
ears are close together and flattend. Cylindrical body 
with stubby tail. Paws finely engraved. Intact. Formerly 
Munich art market, 2005. Roman, 1st-3rd cent. A.D.  
 CHF 1,200

AN INTAGLIO WITH EROS. H. 1.4 cm. Amethyst. Upright 
oval cabochon engraved with a figure of Eros running to 
the left with a butterfly and flaming torch. Undamaged 
Formerly Frank Sternberg, Zurich, prior to 2000. Roman, 
1st-2nd cent. A.D. CHF 1,500
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A STATUETTE OF VENUS. H. 18.6 cm. Terracotta, poly-
chromy. The goddess stands in a relaxed pose and is 
naked save for a mantle placed around her shoulders, 
which she grasps with her right hand. Her left hand 
rests on a support. The arms are adorned with paint-
ed bracelets. Her hair is arranged in a melon coiffure 
with pronounced vertical ridges reminiscent of the early 
Antonine period. The head is crowned by a diadem. On 
the right of the goddess, a dolphin. Traces of pink and 
reddish paint. Smoothed reverse with central firing hole. 
Slightly worn. Formerly Coll. Albert G. Hess, New York, 
acquired in the 1960s-1970s; thereafter passed on by 
inheritance; Coll. Marie Brandes. Roman, 1st cent. B.C.-
2nd cent. A.D. CHF 1,400

A PAIR OF EARRINGS WITH EROS. H. ca. 2.5 cm. Gold, 
garnet. Hoop earrings on which part of the thin hoop 
has been replaced by a tiny figure of Eros, modelled in 
the round. The winged boy-god is shown standing on a 
plinth, playing a syrinx, which he holds with both hands. 
The garnets in a heart-shaped setting above him form 
the transition to the tiny ring into which the other end 
of the hoop is hooked. Gold hooks modern. Beautifully 
preserved. Formerly priv. coll. of a lady, acquired on the 
London art market, 2012. Greek, 4th-3rd cent. B.C.  
 CHF 4,800

AN EARRING WITH CAMEOS. L. 3.2 cm. Gold, agate. 
Cameo made of white-grey agate with a finely carved 
head of Medusa in an oval setting with a broad, diago-
nally notched rim. The ends of the hanger are entwined. 
Below, a second agate cameo depicting a winged Eros 
with crossed legs leaning on a torch in an elongated 
oval setting with diagonally notched rim, suspended 
from the hanger by means of a loop with volutes at the 
ends. Gold hook modern. Formerly Frank Sternberg, Zu-
rich, 2000. Roman, 3rd cent. A.D. CHF 1,800

A SMALL HEAD OF EROS. H. 10.2 cm. Marble, fine-grained. His long, curly hair is braided over the forehead and top 
of his head. The head is turned to left. The round face has narrow, almond-shaped eyes. The head is inclined slightly, 
indicating that the posture of the statuette as a whole was very dynamic. Face, hair above forehead and neck slightly 
worn. Damage to nose. Formerly American private collection, acquired ca. 1960. Roman, early 2nd cent. A.D.  
  CHF 9,800

A VOTIVE PHALLOS. L. 21.7 cm. Tufa with volcanic in-
clusions. Naturalistic erect penis with scrotum and base 
of pubic bone. Phalloi were popular votive offerings in 
healing and fertility sanctuaries in the whole of Italy, 
especially in Etruria. Break retouched. Formerly Eroti-
ca Collection Christian von Faber-Castell, Küsnacht ZH, 
Switzerland. Italic, 4th-2nd cent. B.C. CHF 4,500
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A SEATED EROS. H. 7.0 cm. Clay, white, red and pink 
paint. The god is seated with his legs apart and holds 
an amphora in his left arm. He has a chubby, rosy face 
and curly hair in which he wears a wreath of leaves and 
fruit. A length of fabric is wrapped around his head and 
left arm. A small purse with traces of pink paint below 
the amphora. Right leg reattached, a fine crack leading 
from the purse to Eros’s back. Restoration to buttocks. 
Formerly Coll. Virzi, New York. A label with an old in-
ventory number between the wings. Greek, Tanagra, 2nd 
half of 4th cent. B.C. CHF 1,400

A FRESCO FRAGMENT WITH EROS. H. max. 16.7 cm. W. max. 16 cm. Stucco, polychromy in fresco technique. 
Charming fragment with the representation of the winged child-god Eros, clothed in a chlamys and set before a yellow 
background. An ivy wreath adorns his curly hair. He holds a long, thin staff in his left arm. He turns his head to his 
proper right, where the head and part of the shoulders of the god Pan, with long, pointed horns and red skin have been 
preserved. Modern beige cement mount and brass-coloured metal frame. Reassembled from large fragments. Formerly 
Herbert A. Cahn, Basle, March 1970. Thereafter Coll. Hans J. Morgenthau (d. 1980), Chicago, collection formed in the 
1960s-1970s. Thereafter by descent. Roman, 1st cent. A.D. CHF 13,000

A RED-FIGURE STEMLESS CUP, ATTRIBUTED TO THE 
MENZIES GROUP. H. 4.3 cm. W. 20.7 cm. D. 14.2 cm. 
Clay. On the interior of this delicate, finely potted cup, 
an Eros rendered in three-quarter view with his head 
turned round floats in flight to left in the upper field, 
above a prominent exergual line of egg pattern. His 
long locks of hair are enclosed in a kekryphalos, open 
at back, and he holds in his right a mirror, in his left 
a leafy spray. Below, a hare swiftly courses over peb-
bled ground, from which a trumpet-shaped floral stalk 
emerges. A chain of ivy enlivens the offset lip. On the 
obverse, a young woman reclines to left, with a phiale 
in the palm of her hand; on the reverse, unusually, a 
young satyr crouches down, glancing back to right, a 
mirror and wreath in hand. A symmetrical complex of 
palmettes occupies each handle-zone. Recomposed from 
several fragments, with minor losses. Breaks retouched. 
Surfaces well preserved. Formerly Erotica Collection 
Christian von Faber-Castell, Küsnacht ZH, Switzerland, 
since the late 1970s. Apulian, ca. 330 B.C. CHF 9,800
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A MAGNIFICENT HAND MIRROR. H. 30.2 cm. D. 18.6 cm. Bronze, silver. A mirror with a large round mirror disk, the 
reverse decorated with several concentric grooves. The elaborate intermediary piece between the mirror and the now 
missing handle is worked à jour in the form of a winged Eros riding a dolphin with a cloak over his left shoulder and 
his hair tied in a knot. Two further dolphins flank his finely incised wings. Above it, a crescent-shaped element with 
diagonal incisions forms the transition to the mirror. The silver eye inlays are a modern restoration. Tip of the tang 
slightly worn. Reassembled; cracks sealed, some with minor restoration work. Fine green patina. Formerly Coll. Denys 
Sutton (1917-1991), London, acquired between 1957 and 1972. Western Greek, 4th cent. B.C. CHF 48,000

A PLAQUE WITH A HUNTING SCENE. H. 6 cm. W. 6 cm. 
Tin-plated bronze. The tin-plated surface of the plaque, 
with the representation of a tigress rearing up in front 
of a tree as Eros drives his spear into her belly, is offset 
from the roughly 4 mm wide frame and has four rivets 
in its corners for attachment. The engraved image is re-
markable for its good style and rich detail. This very rare 
composition possibly once adorned a casket. Minor la-
cunae on the edge. Partially with green patina. Formerly 
priv. coll., Austria, acquired on the Vienna art market in 
the 1980s. Roman, 2nd-4th cent. A.D. CHF 2,200

AN EPHEDRISMOS GROUP. H. 17.3 cm. Terracotta. The 
wine god Dionysos and a maenad are shown playing the 
game of ephedrismos. The aim of this game, which was 
very popular in Antiquity, was to hit a marker stone set 
up on the ground with a stone or ball. Whoever missed, 
in this case the maenad, had to try to find the marker 
stone with the winner riding on her back holding his 
hand over her eyes. Most depictions of this game, includ-
ing this one, show only the “penalty”. Dionysos wears an 
ivy wreath and cloak draped round his hips. The maenad, 
with bared torso and melon coiffure, also wears an ivy 
wreath. Especially charming are the finely worked faces 
of the two contestants. The head and torso of the mae-
nad and all of Dionysos except his right arm, right foot 
and left leg have been preserved. Formerly priv. coll. P. 
D., Brussels, formed between 1980 and 1990. Greek, 3rd 
cent. B.C. CHF 7,500

AN INTAGLIO WITH AN EROTIC SCENE. H. 2.1 cm. Dark 
glass paste. Longitudinal oval, slightly convex. The scene 
shows a couple making love. Intact. Formerly Munich art 
market, 2004. Roman, 1st-3rd cent. A.D. CHF 2,800
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CAPITOLINE VENUS. H. 13.7 cm. Bronze, silver. The goddess stands with her legs close together, her weight resting 
on the left, supporting leg and the right, relaxed leg placed slightly to the side. She covers herself modestly with her 
left hand and places her right hand in front of her breasts. Her upper body curves gently to the right, a movement that 
is continued by the turn of her diademed head. Her hair is parted in the middle and drawn to the back of her head, 
where it is gathered together in a chignon. Two strands of hair cascade onto her shoulders. The oval face is dominated 
by the inlaid silver eyes. Nose and chin slightly worn. Left foot and toes of the right foot reattached. Formerly private 
coll., Zurich. Roman, 1st cent. A.D. CHF 26,000

A FRAGMENT OF A RELIEF WITH EROS AND A HIND.  
L. 29 cm. Marble. A winged Eros strides to right, his head 
raised, carrying a slain hind that is tied to a staff by the 
legs, its head dangling lifelessly. The animal is rendered 
very naturalistically. The hindlegs of a feline are visible 
in front of Eros. A moulding on the reverse. Underside 
and short sides roughly finished. Part of the lid of a sar-
cophagus with Erotes or from a balustrade. Formerly 
Coll. Prof. Benedict Maedlin, Basle, before 1960. Sup-
posedly once the property of the painter Arnold Böcklin. 
Roman, ca. 160 A.D. CHF 13,800

A RED-FIGURE SKYPHOS. H. 13.3 cm. Clay. On one side 
of this deep wine vessel is a scene, as charming as it is 
uncommon, of a pair of young Erotes, one shouldered by 
the other who bends slightly forward under the weight, 
steadying himself with a firm grip on his legs just be-
low the knee. They are engaged in a game of catch with 
a large female, clothed in chiton and himation, who is 
seated to left on a box-like support, a ball held in her 
right hand, which she is about to toss to the upper Eros 
who has both of his hands raised at the ready. On the 
other side, a woman and a cloaked youth make offer-
ings at an altar. With right arm akimbo, she holds out 
in the palm of her left hand a large tray. He is rendered 
full-front, with perhaps a cup for the pouring of a liba-
tion in a sharply foreshortened right hand. An upright  
double-palmette, with flanking tendrils, occupies each 
handle-zone. The vase’s buff clay, a distinctive pale yel-
lowish brown and of local origin, is coated with a red-
dish miltos wash in imitation of the colouring of Attic 
models. Surfaces, once encrusted, are somewhat worn 
overall. Reassembled from fragments, with minor loss-
es made good. Breaks as well as the glazed background 
in places retouched. Formerly Collection Dr. J., 1970s. 
Greek, Boeotian, last quarter of 5th cent. B.C.  
 CHF 4,200
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A DOG’S HEAD RHYTON, FROM THE WORKSHOP OF THE BALTIMORE PAINTER. H. 14.3 cm. Clay, black glaze, white 
and yellow paint. A Maltese dog’s head with pointed muzzle, small pointed ears, and round eyes in applied yellow 
and white. On the forehead a tuft of fur painted in white. The nostrils and insides of the ears are red. The bowl of the 
vessel is decorated with a woman’s head facing to left. On both sides of the handle, palmettes and tendrils. A series 
of short, vertical strokes on the folded, profiled rim. Fine cracks. Slightly worn. The rhyton belongs to H. Hoffmann’s‚ 
“Main Group‚” of rhyta in the form of a Maltese dog’s head. Formerly Harlan J. Berk Ltd., Chicago, 1993. Thereafter 
Collection William Suddaby. Western Greek, Apulian, ca. 330-320 B.C.  CHF 18,800

A GROUP OF THREE PHIALAI MESOMPHLOS. D. max. 17 cm. Bronze. Low, resp. rounded walls. Reddish, yellowish 
and purplish patina. Minor restorations. Formerly art market, Munich, 2004. Greek, 1st half 5th cent. B.C. CHF 3,200

AN IDOL. H. 4 cm. Bronze. Flat stylized figurine with 
short outstretched arms and splayed legs. Incised circles 
and grooves for the details. Right tang missing. Previ-
ously Munich art market, 2001; Antiquitätenmesse Basle, 
1973. Formerly Coll. Weber, Jegenstorf, 1958-2005. Um-
brian, 5th cent. B.C. CHF 500

UPPER PART OF A WOMAN WITH POLOS. H. 20.3 cm. 
Clay. Probably all that survives of a standing statuette of 
a goddess that cannot have been less than 50 cm tall. The 
broad-shouldered figure is clad simply, if severely, in a 
peplos. The breasts are rendered as gentle elevations. The 
forearms are extended forwards. The long, smooth hair, 
rendered as a homogeneous structure, hangs down onto 
the shoulders. A thick mass of hair on the crown serves 
as a cushion for the tall polos. Narrow, almond-shaped 
eyes and the typical Archaic smile characterize the slen-
der face with pointed chin. The ears are adorned with 
disk-shaped ear ornaments. This terracotta was conse-
crated as an votive offering, possibly in a sanctuary of 
the fertility goddesses Demeter and her daughter Perse-
phone, whose cult was especially widespread in southern 
Italy and Sicily. Made using a mould with the details 
modelled by hand. Reverse unworked. Hands lost. Minor 
superficial chipping. Formerly Coll. Wirtz, late 1980’s. 
Western Greek, last quarter of 6th cent. B.C. CHF 5,400



CQ 7

Cahn’s Quarterly 2/2015

A PATERA WITH LYNX-HEAD APPLIQUE. L. 35 cm. Bronze. A shallow pan-shaped dish with fluted, columnar handle 
affixed with a pointed leaf attachment to the vessel’s body and terminating in a robustly modelled head of a lynx with 
pointed ears, its mouth wide open and its fur rendered with a series of short engraved strokes. A fissure in the rim; a 
small hole in the handle. Formerly art market London, 1974. Roman, 1st cent. A.D.  CHF 16,000

AN ARYBALLOS IN THE SHAPE OF SERAPIS. H. 9.3 cm. 
Terracotta, red and reddish paint. Robed bust of the 
Egyptian-Hellenistic god Serapis in the form of a minia-
ture vessel, presumably to hold anointing oil. The beard-
ed god’s slim face is framed by long strands of hair that 
curl up into ringlets at the ends. The characteristic kal-
athos serves as mouth, while the plinth decorated with 
encircling red stripes provides the foot. Two scrolled vo-
lutes on the reverse. Drilled eyes. Hair with remains of 
reddish-brown paint. Slightly worn. Formerly Collection 
Max Hagemann, before 1964. Late Hellenistic-Roman, 
perhaps Alexandria, 1st cent. B.C.-2nd cent. A.D.
 CHF 850

A FRESCO FRAGMENT WITH EROS. H. max. 16.7 cm. W. max. 16 cm. Stucco, polychromy in fresco technique. Charm-
ing fragment with the representation of the winged child-god Eros, clothed in a chlamys and set before a yellow 
background. An ivy wreath adorns his curly hair. He holds a thin, long staff in his left arm. He turns his head to his 
proper right, where the head and part of the shoulders of the god Pan, with long, pointed horns and red skin have been 
preserved. Modern beige cement mount and brass-coloured metal frame. Reassembled from large fragments. Formerly 
Herbert A. Cahn, Basle, March 1970. Thereafter Coll. Hans J. Morgenthau (d. 1980), Chicago, collection formed in the 
1960’s-1970’s. Thence by descent. Roman, 1st cent. A.D. CHF 13,000

A STRAP-HANDLED KANTHAROS. H. 15.4 cm. Clay, 
black-brownish, dull glaze. Double moulding and en-
circling stripes on the foot. The strap handles, attached 
to the everted rim, form an elegant and high loop. The 
vessel in the shape of a calyx. Complete, reassembled. 
Formerly German art market, 2003. Greek, Boeotian or 
Euboean, ca. 450 B.C. CHF 2,000

A SMALL VOTIVE RHYTON. L. 5 cm. Bronze. A miniature drinking vessel in the shape of a bull’s head with upwards 
curving funnel. It was probably originally held by a statuette of a Lar. Intact. Formerly Tajan, auction Hôtel Drouot, 
Paris, 5 June 2002, no. 102. Roman, 1st-2nd cent. A.D.   CHF 600
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A PROTOME OF A WOMAN. H. 10 cm. Clay. Head of a 
woman with delicate face. Almond-shaped eyes below 
high, arched brows, long, narrow nose, “archaic” smile. 
Three rows of snail-shell curls frame the forehead. High 
polos, slightly worn at the rim. Traces of white engobe. 
Formerly German private coll., 1970’s-1980’s. Greece, 
Boeotian, last quarter 6th cent. B.C.  CHF 3,000

A HAND OF A VOTIVE STATUETTE. L. 10.8 cm. Terracotta. The whole left hand including the wrist and beginning 
of the forearm are preserved. The position of the fingers indicate that the hand originally held an object, probably a 
votive gift. A fine depression at the beginning of the wrist may be a trace left by the hem of a garment. The style of 
the fragment points towards Etruria, where it was common practice to dedicate both life-sized and under life-sized 
statues. Tip of the index finger slightly worn. Surface encrusted. Formerly Private Coll. Monsieur M., France, before 
1980. Etruscan, 5th-3rd cent. B.C. CHF 2,200

A HEAD OF APHRODITE. H. 10.4 cm. Terracotta. With her sensuous lips slightly parted, she looks straight at the 
viewer with her eyes wide open. The eyebrows are rendered as a ledge, the fine nose drawn straight. Her thick, tangled 
hair, parted down the middle and held in place by a fillet that half conceals the ears, is tied up in a krobylos at the 
back of the head. The hair is slightly worn with a small piece missing from the krobylos. Tip of the nose restored. 
Minor retouching on the left cheek. Remains of red paint in the hair. Superb free-hand sculpting. Formerly estate of 
the niece of the archeologist Eugen Petersen (1836–1919), the first director of the DAI Rome between 1887–1905. His 
niece received the head in 1903, after visiting her uncle in Rome. Greek, Hellenistic, early 3rd cent. B.C. CHF 12,000

A RING WITH INTAGLIO. D. 1.9 cm. Gold, glass paste. 
The smooth, circular hoop broadens towards the pro-
filed setting with an almost circular intaglio depicting 
the bust of the helmeted goddess Minerva to left. Hoop 
slightly dented, otherwise undamaged. Formerly Coll. 
Saeed Motamed (1925-2013), formed between 1953 and 
the early 1990’s. Roman, 1st-2nd cent. A.D.  CHF 1,200
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A FEMALE HEAD. H. 10.5 cm. Terracotta. An archaic female figure, with characteristic almond-shaped eyes and 
mysterious smile. The hair is elaborately dressed, with short curls framing the face and long locks descending onto 
her shoulders. The head is crowned with a luxuriant wreath. Slight traces of red paint. Previously Coll. A. P., United 
Kingdom. Formerly Coll. Kropatschek, Germany. Western Greek, ca. 500 B.C. CHF 8,800

A PROTOME OF A WOMAN. H. 19.3 cm. Clay. The god-
dess wears a low polos, a veil and disk-shaped earrings. 
The slender face with pointed chin is characterized by 
finely incised, almond-shaped eyes, prominent cheek-
bones and the typical Archaic smile. Her high forehead 
is framed by centrally parted locks, which are tucked 
behind the ears and descend onto her shoulders in three 
long, straight strands. Votive offering. Slightly worn, 
otherwise undamaged. Traces of red paint on the polos. 
Formerly Galerie Günther Puhze, Freiburg, 1999. West-
ern Greek, late 6th-early 5th cent. B.C.  CHF 4,800

A GEM WITH A PRIESTESS (?). H. 1.8 cm. Carnelian. 
Oval gem stone with fine, detailled engraving. Decorated 
with a frontally shown figure, probably a woman, wear-
ing a long, belted garment and a wreath. A phiale (?) in 
the raised right hand, branches in the lowered left. Two 
small chips at the edge. Formerly Coll. of the diplomat 
Monsieur R., Toulouse, France, who spent time in Tuni-
sia. Roman, 1st-3rd cent. A.D. CHF 900

A SMALL VOTIVE PLAQUE WITH AN INSCRIPTION.  
H. 10.5 cm. L. 12.3 cm. Bronze. The inscription at the 
top of the plaque, ΘΕΚΡΙΤΑ ΑΡΤΕΜΙΤΙ ΛΟΧΙΑΙ, identi-
fies it as a votive pinax dedicated to the goddess Artemis 
Lochia, the protector of pregnant women and women 
giving birth. Sanctuaries of Artemis Lochia are attested 
in Brauron and Pergamon. The plaque was folded several 
times in Antiquity. On the reverse, a ledge at the edge, 
indicating that the plaque was soldered onto something 
in Antiquity; additionally a small hole for suspension. 
Formerly Collection J. R., New York, 1981. On the re-
verse, a handwritten inscription “AFort 3024”. Greek, 
5th-2nd cent. B.C.  CHF 3,400

A PART OF A FEMALE HEAD PROTOME. H. 16.5 cm. Terracotta. The preserved right half of the face shows the fine 
countenance of a smiling kore, her almond-shaped eyes wide-open, in Ionic style. She wears disk-shaped ear orna-
ments and a diadem over her wavy forehead hair. Mould-made. Chin reattached. Formerly Coll. Sello, Switzerland. 
Thereafter, it passed by inheritance in the 1990’s to his daughter, Mrs. Conti, Locarno, until 2003. On the back a label 
with inv. no. “85”. Western Greek, late 6th-early 5th cent. B.C.  CHF 4,500
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A HANDLE FROM A LARGE VESSEL. L. 18 cm. Bronze. This finely cast horizontal handle once graced a substantial 
vessel such as a basin or hydria. The central high-swung loop has faceted surfaces for ease of grip. Its ends terminate 
each in a palmette with diamond-shaped heart, flanked by volutes and sprouting nine sharply ridged leaves. The 
hearts are pierced to accomodate two disc-headed rivets that originally secured handle to vessel’s body. Both rivets 
are preserved on the handle’s inner surface, together with a portion of the vessel’s wall. Fine green patina. Formerly 
estate of Philippe Stoll, Strasbourg, 1960-1980. Greek, 1st half of 5th cent. B.C. CHF 2,000

A STATUETTE OF A KOUROS. H. 10.9 cm. Bronze. The 
nude youth stands frontally on a square plinth in the 
static pose typical of kouroi. His arms hang straight 
down and his hands rest against his thighs. The left leg 
is advanced slightly. The broad shoulders and muscular 
legs contrast attractively with his slender waist. He wears 
his hair in a cap-like coiffure, the individual strands of 
which are rendered by fine incisions. The hair below 
the nape of the neck is arranged in six broad strands 
that cascade over his shoulders. Slender face with al-
mond-shaped eyes, fine nose, full lips and pronounced 
chin. A hole in the plinth and its slight curvature in-
dicate that the kouros was originally an attachment. 
Slightly worn. Formerly Coll. Thétis, Geneva, Switzer-
land, prior to 1970. Publ.: J.-L. Zimmermann, Collection 
de la Fondation Thétis (Geneva, 1987) 146, no. 71 with 
bibliography. East Greek, mid 6th cent. B.C. CHF 12,000

A LACONIAN HANDLE WITH A WOMAN’S HEAD. H. 6.8 cm. W. 7 cm. Bronze. Curved handle of a vessel; at the tran-
sition to the vessel’s body, a woman’s head protome. The face has a pronounced nose and full lips and is raised above 
the background which is formed by the woman’s long hair. The arms of the handle-attachment end in two serpents’ 
heads with applied eyes and flashing teeth. The scales on the back of the snake’s heads are indicated by lozenges and 
dots. Formerly priv. coll., The Netherlands (1956-1988). Publ.: C.M. Stibbe, The Sons of Hephaistos (Rome 2000) 143f., 
illus. 101-106. Greek, Laconian, ca. 630-610 B.C. CHF 3,600

A LACONIAN HEAD OF A GODDESS. H. 5.7 cm. Bronze. 
Small head of a goddess with finely fluted polos. Oval 
face with large, almond-shaped eyes, rounded nose 
and full lips. The receding forehead is surrounded by 
a wreath of parted hair drawn to the back. Three cork-
screw curls on the left hand side of the head behind the 
ear. Part of the original vessel wall above the polos; 
probably from a hydria. Rear of the polos solid, that 
of the head hollow. Formerly private coll., The Neth-
erlands (1956-1988). Acquired from H.A. Cahn, Basle. 
Publ.: C.M. Stibbe, Frauen und Löwen. Eine Untersuch-
ung zu den Anfängen der lakonischen Bronzeindustrie, 
JbRGZM 43, 1996, 355f., pl. 25, 1-4. Greek, Laconian, 
ca. 640-630 B.C. CHF 4,500

A STATER, THASOS. W. 9.09 g. Silver. Obverse: Nude, 
ithyphallic satyr kneeling to right, holding nymph who 
raises her right hand, with five fingers showing, in pro-
test. Reverse: Quadripartite incuse square. Formerly Coll. 
R. Maly and H. de Nanteuil, Hess-Leu 9, 02.04.1958, 123. 
Publ.: De Nanteuil 723; Traité IV pl. 321.23. Thasos, 480-
470 B.C. CHF 6,500
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A GORGONEION. H. 8 cm. W. 11 cm. Bronze. Gorgoneion with bared teeth and slanting, almond-shaped eyes 
which were originally inlaid with ivory (traces preserved). Voluminous, hammered boss-shaped curls with finely 
incised details frame the forehead. A long, wavy strand of hair behind the preserved ear. Three ornamental 
furrows above the sharply offset eyebrows. The nose is carefully modelled with pronounced naso-labial folds. 
Part of the proper right side of the face missing. The missing lower part probably included the Gorgon’s lolling 
tongue and the part of the head-piece which covered the horse›s nose. Fragment of a horse›s head-piece. Coll. 
Jacques Schotte (1928-2007), Belgium, since 1950. Western Greek, Late Archaic Period, ca. 530 B.C.

CHF 12,800

A MESOMPHALIC PHIALE. D. 15 cm. Bronze. A small mesomphalic phiale with a low rim and decoration in repoussé 
technique. A wreath of lanceolate leaves surrounds the omphalos both on the inside and the outside. Small hole in the 
omphalos closed. Formerly German private coll., 1970’s-1980’s. East Greek-Achaemenid, 6th cent. B.C. CHF 2,400

A REEL WITH QUADRIGA. H. 0.7 cm. D. 2.3 cm. Gold. 
Fine reel made of two discs of sheet gold with embossed 
decoration joined by a biconical element. One disc de-
picts a delicately executed quadriga to left. The two 
charioteers are crowned by a Nike flying to right. In the 
exergue, three palmettes. The other disc has a central 
depression surrounded by ten concentric circles. A small 
piece of gold in the interior. Somewhat crushed, other-
wise intact. Formerly in the stock of a Parisian art dealer, 
acquired in the 1980’s. Greek, 5th-4th cent. B.C.

CHF 15,000

A STATUETTE OF A GOAT. H. 3.9 cm. Bronze. It stands 
with legs close together, the left one slightly advanced; 
its head is turned to the right. The fine and ribbed horns 
are sharply curved backwards; small pointed ears and 
beard. Small tail curled at the end of a compact body. 
The hair on the animal’s back is lightly incised. Legs and 
left horn partially preserved. Private coll., Zurich. For-
merly JDC, Tiere und Mischwesen, Cat. 15, Basle 2003, 
no. 57 with illus. Greek, mid 5th cent. B.C. CHF 7,500
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A STATUETTE OF A SPHINX. L. 6.3 cm. Bronze. Recumbent sphinx with outstretched forelegs and flexed hind legs, 
her head turned to her left. Powerful, plastically rendered body with pointed breasts. The sphinx has no wings, which 
is typical of Egyptian depictions of this mythical beast. Her hair forms a wreath around the smooth crown of her head 
that is pierced by a vertical drill-hole. Probably an applique. Formerly French art market. Late Hellenistic or Roman, 
probably Egypt, 1st cent. B.C.-2nd cent. A.D. CHF 3,800

TEN BIRD APPLIQUES. H. ca. 1 cm. L. 1.7-2.3 cm. Silver. Decorated with ornamental bands as well as punched lines 
and circles. Grooves on the underside. Tail feather of one bird slightly worn. Priv. coll. A. D., Munich, mid 1990’s. 
Late Roman-Byzantine, 4th-7th cent. A.D. CHF 2,200

A SET OF APPLIQUES FROM A DIADEM. L. 21 cm. Gold. A diadem of finely embossed sheet gold framed by a wave pattern below and a freize of tongues above. The central frieze 
depicts from left to right: a quadriga, a centaur, a dancing maenad, a satyr, Dionysos seated with a cloak around his hips, a maenad, a double-aulos player, a Nike with fillet, three 
dancing maenads, a satyr, Dionysos seated, two dancing satyrs, a centaur. Each element has finely punched holes to fasten it. Sewn onto dark blue velvet. Formerly H.A. Cahn, 
Basle. Greek, 4th cent. B.C. CHF 6,800

A SPOUT IN THE FORM OF A BULL’S HEAD. H. 10 cm. Bronze. With heavy dewlap, the bull stares ahead with wide-
open eyes. The irises are marked, the nostrils flared, the remaining ear cocked attentively to one side. The horns are 
short but heavy. Short tufts of hair incised at the transition to the horns. Hollow cast as an applique with a ring at the 
top and triangular indentations at the back behind the horns and ears, presumably for another, now lost, application. 
The lower jaw is not modelled as this would have served as the spout. Reworked with blows for recycling as casting 
material in Antiquity; the right horn and forehead are thus dented and the left side at the back torn off. Formerly Coll. 
D., Hamburg, formed in the late 1980’s-early 1990’s. Greek, late 5th cent. B.C. CHF 15,000

A FIBULA WITH PEGASOS AND LION’S HEAD (“MAC-
EDONIAN TYPE”). W. 3.6 cm. Gold. Arched bow with 
three biconical elements framed by delicate cuffs. One 
end is decorated by a rectangular element, probably the 
catch. It sports two pieces of sheet gold with hammered 
lion’s heads and preserves a small piece of iron in its 
interior. The other end is adorned by the figure of Pe-
gasos, flanked by two knob-like elements, and a hanger 
in which the pin was inserted. Silver and gold fibu-
lae of the Macedonian type, with varying decoration, 
were widespread in northern Greece. Women’s heads 
sometimes replace the lion’s heads and the pegasos is 
on occasion accompanied or replaced by the protome 
of a griffin. Formerly The Thétis Collection, Geneva, 
Switzerland; acquired prior to 1970. Publ.: J.-L. Zim-
mermann, Collection de la Fondation Thétis (Geneva 
1987) 72 f., 181, no. 130. Greek, Hellenistic, probably 
Macedonia, last quarter of 4th cent. B.C. CHF 9,800

A SPIRAL SNAKE RING. D. ca. 1.5 cm. Gold. A magnifi-
cent ring in the shape of a coiled cobra with curved tail. 
The head and skin of the snake are carefully rendered by 
delicate engraved lines. Excellent condition. 

CHF 7,300

Formerly private coll., England, since the end of the 
1990’s. Hellenistic-Roman, 2nd cent. B.C.-2nd cent. A.D.
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A TETRADACHM. W. 17.295 g. Silver. Obverse: Bearded 
male charioteer wearing a long chiton and holding a goad 
in his right hand and the reins in his left, driving a walking 
quadriga to right; above, Nike flying right to crown the 
horses. Reverse: EYPA-KOEIO-N. Head of Arethusa to right, 
wearing necklace and pearl diadem, and with her hair tied 
in a krobylos which is bound up and falls over the diadem; 
around, four dolphins swimming clockwise. Boehringer 
166; SNG ANS 51. Formerly Coll. A. Maly, acquired 1966 
from Bank Leu. Western Greek, Sicily, Syracuse, about 480-
475 B.C. CHF 7,200

A LAMP WITH A BULL’S HEAD. H. 17 cm. Wrought iron. Large open lamp. At one end, the sides are squeezed together 
to form a nozzle for the wick. The high handle curves inwards and ends in a stylised bull’s head. Leaf-shaped muzzle 
with hook, a drill hole in the middle. At the transition to the handle, two elegant S-shaped horns curve upwards. The 
base of the lamp is concave. Comes with its original chain, composed of six links connected by hooks and loops. 
Surface slightly corroded. Unbroken. Formerly Munich art market, 2008. Scythian, North West Caucasus, 1st-2nd 
cent. A.D. CHF 5,800

AN APPLIQUE IN THE SHAPE OF A WOMAN’S HEAD 
IN PROFILE. H. 3.5 cm. Bronze. Flat, but painstakingly 
modelled head of a young woman in right profile. The 
finely incised locks of hair at the forehead, temples and 
neck are tucked into an invisible fillet. The expressive 
face is characterized by prominent eyes with sharply 
defined upper lids and pierced pupils, a steeply sloping 
nose and fleshy lips. Dark green to black patina. Ap-
plique. Formerly Private Coll. B. M., acquired in 2012 
from Ghezelbash, Paris. Previously Drees Gallery, Brus-
sels. Greek, 4th cent. B.C. CHF 5,800

A PEPLOPHOROS. H. 7 cm. Bronze. The peplophoros stands proudly with her right arm akimbo, looking slightly to 
the right. Her left arm is raised with the hand held open as if in a questioning gesture. She may have carried a water 
vessel originally (as a hydrophoros or hydria carrier). Her peplos is richly decorated with four-pointed stars and cross-
hatched trim. Her muscular arms are uncovered. Her hair is parted down the middle, drawn up at the temples and 
held in place by a fillet that is not shown. Her wide-open eyes and the slightly downturned corners of her mouth lend 
her a rather severe expression. Solid cast, olive-green patina. Nose slightly worn. Formerly Priv. coll. Lyon, France; 
acquired in the 1960’s. Greek, 460-450 B.C. CHF 14,000

A HANDLE OF A BRONZE STAMNOS. L. 20 cm. Bronze. Fluted side handle with three-fold profiling in the middle. Slender, 
elongated hand with engraved fingernails and veins at each end. Solid cast, intact. Formerly Cahn, Cultura 2000, no. 135. 
Thereafter Swiss priv. coll. Etruscan, 5th-4th cent. B.C. CHF 5,400


